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DEFENDANT SENTENCED TO PRISON FOR KILLING FOREST HILLS WOMAN  
WHOSE BODY WAS DISCOVERED IN DUFFEL BAG 

 
 Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz announced that David Bonola was sentenced today to 25 years in 
prison following a guilty plea to manslaughter for the brutal slaying of Orsolya Gaal, whose body was discovered 
in a sports duffel bag near Forest Park in April. 
 
  District Attorney Katz said: “This was a brutal killing, and no amount of prison time can bring the victim 
back to her loved ones. Today’s sentencing, however, provides a measure of justice and I hope the victim’s family 
can rest easier knowing that the person responsible was held fully accountable.” 
 
 Bonola, 44, of 114th Street in South Richmond Hill, Queens, pleaded guilty on November 2 to one count 
of manslaughter in the first degree.  Queens Supreme Court Judge Michael Aloise today sentenced Bonola to 25 
years in prison, to be followed by five years post-release supervision.  
 
 According to the charges, on April 16, at approximately 12:30 am, Bonola arrived at the victim’s home.  
Gaal, 51, had just returned to her home in Forest Hills from an evening out. Bonola and the victim, who were 
previously known to one another, began to argue. The verbal fight quickly escalated to Bonola slashing Gaal’s 
throat and stabbing her more than 50 times with a knife.       
 

At approximately 4:15 am, Bonola was captured on a nearby home’s security video surveillance footage 
wheeling a hockey duffel bag belonging to one of the victim’s sons.  The bag, containing Gaal’s lifeless body, 
was found at about 8:00 am on Metropolitan Avenue, near Union Turnpike, in the vicinity of Forest Park. 

Police were able to follow the trail of blood from the bag to the crime scene – the home where the victim 
resided with her husband and two sons. 

 During the subsequent investigation, police recovered the murder weapon hidden in the victim’s home 
and the defendant’s jacket inside Forest Park. 

 Days later, the defendant offered to speak to police and during questioning made incriminating statements. 
He revealed that some time on Saturday he went to a hospital for a cut on his hand. He also stated in sum and 
substance that he and the victim argued and confessed to stabbing her and moving her body. 

 The investigation was conducted by Detectives John Petzolt and Todd Keyes of the New York City Police 
Department’s 112th Precinct and Detectives Carmine Caruso and Joe Bey of the NYPD’s Queens North Homicide 
Squad. 
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 Assistant District Attorney John Kosinski, Senior Deputy Bureau Chief of the Homicide Bureau, 
prosecuted the case with the assistance of Assistant District Attorney Antonio Vittiglio, under the overall 
supervision of Executive Assistant District Attorney for Major Crimes Daniel A. Saunders. 
 

# 
 

Note to Editors: Archived press releases are available at www.queensda.org. 
 

     
 
 
 

http://www.queensda.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEJhJEQ-gN8qQFge4nwuozLL4w5JRiCQrF5IjFf6EpDCNFG6BGEAb2Z-QQjrIOwbaGa2rc2BHp9AJbkMFniBS2buhZx5v_EX1U&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEbN-JXv6mXf3ougcxf_-FOSJDIBYr3Y4ydPseykXZGUPRjNzmjmIHAI54wN-7CVgxm6Kb9hRr1IwYvX37BbC9mO6yHi069fvt&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvElhdmaonZsxGzUleeBPh2fsk6RGRWjrubnXcPucgvObCyiMrW3fVkaNb6v_G5iS-QBkwWyqT_UnK5PH0_ZqWYShNJjvEv60u6&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
https://www.facebook.com/QueensDAKatz/
https://twitter.com/queensdakatz
https://www.instagram.com/queensdakatz/

