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QUEENS WOMAN ARRAIGNED ON MURDER CHARGES  

IN STABBING DEATH OF NEIGHBOR 
Defendant Faces Up to 25 Years-to-Life in Prison if Convicted 

 
 Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz announced today that Evelyn Cruz, 48, has been indicted by a 
Queens County grand jury and arraigned in Supreme Court on charges of murder and other crimes for allegedly 
stabbing to death a female neighbor inside the apartment building where Cruz lived. The violence unfolded late 
Saturday evening on January 22, 2022 in Far Rockaway, Queens.  
 
            District Attorney Katz said, “Violence is never the way to resolve a dispute. The defendant is accused of 
brutally stabbing her neighbor to death. This senseless act has left a family in mourning and the entire community 
sharing their grief.  The defendant is in custody and now faces very serious charges for her alleged actions.” 

 Cruz, of Seagirt Avenue, in Far Rockaway, Queens, was arraigned before Queens Supreme Court Justice 
Kenneth Holder on a two-count indictment charging her with one count of murder in the second degree and one 
count of criminal possession of a weapon in the fourth degree. Justice Holder set the defendant’s return date for 
February 17, 2022. If convicted, Cruz faces up to 25 years-to-life in prison. 
 
 According to the charges, shortly after 11:35 p.m., Saturday, January 22, 2022, the defendant and the 
victim, Jessica Britt, 33, were engaged in an argument that spilled over from earlier in the day. During the 
argument, the defendant allegedly displayed a knife and stabbed the victim one time in the chest, fatally wounding 
her.  

 
The defendant was apprehended shortly after the incident. 
 
The investigation was conducted by Detective Edgar Brito of the New York Police Department 107th 

Precinct Detective Squad. 
 
 Senior Assistant District Attorney Courtney Charles, of the District Attorney’s Homicide Bureau, is 
prosecuting the case, with the assistance of Assistant District Attorney Anthony Vittiglio, under the supervision 
of Assistant District Attorneys Peter McCormack III and John Kosinski, Senior Deputy Bureau Chiefs, and Karen 
Ross, Deputy Bureau Chief, and under the overall supervision of Executive Assistant District Attorney for Major 
Crimes Daniel A. Saunders. 

 
Criminal complaints and indictments are accusations. A defendant is presumed innocent until proven 

guilty. 
# 

Note to Editors: Archived press releases are available at www.queensda.org. 

     

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2022 
 

CONTACT:  PRESS OFFICE (718) 286-6315 
                       QDACommunications@queensda.org 
 

http://www.queensda.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEJhJEQ-gN8qQFge4nwuozLL4w5JRiCQrF5IjFf6EpDCNFG6BGEAb2Z-QQjrIOwbaGa2rc2BHp9AJbkMFniBS2buhZx5v_EX1U&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEJhJEQ-gN8qQFge4nwuozLL4w5JRiCQrF5IjFf6EpDCNFG6BGEAb2Z-QQjrIOwbaGa2rc2BHp9AJbkMFniBS2buhZx5v_EX1U&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEbN-JXv6mXf3ougcxf_-FOSJDIBYr3Y4ydPseykXZGUPRjNzmjmIHAI54wN-7CVgxm6Kb9hRr1IwYvX37BbC9mO6yHi069fvt&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEbN-JXv6mXf3ougcxf_-FOSJDIBYr3Y4ydPseykXZGUPRjNzmjmIHAI54wN-7CVgxm6Kb9hRr1IwYvX37BbC9mO6yHi069fvt&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvElhdmaonZsxGzUleeBPh2fsk6RGRWjrubnXcPucgvObCyiMrW3fVkaNb6v_G5iS-QBkwWyqT_UnK5PH0_ZqWYShNJjvEv60u6&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvElhdmaonZsxGzUleeBPh2fsk6RGRWjrubnXcPucgvObCyiMrW3fVkaNb6v_G5iS-QBkwWyqT_UnK5PH0_ZqWYShNJjvEv60u6&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
https://www.facebook.com/QueensDAKatz/
https://twitter.com/queensdakatz
https://www.instagram.com/queensdakatz/
mailto:QDACommunications@queensda.org

