
 
 
 
 
 

                           
                      
 
    

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      CONTACT:    PRESS OFFICE (718) 286-6315 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2020                    QDACommunications@queensda.org 
 

SECOND PERSON CHARGED IN HATE CRIME ASSAULT 
OF MUSLIM FAMILY IN REGO PARK IN NOVEMBER  

Defendant Faces Up to 15 Years in Prison if Convicted 
 

 Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz announced today that Eric Leon has been charged with 
assault as a hate crime and other charges for allegedly attacking a couple outside of their Rego Park home, 
in front of their two children, on November 6, 2020.  
 
 District Attorney Katz said, “Perpetrators of hate crimes must be held accountable everywhere, 
certainly in the most diverse county in the nation. The defendant charged in this case allegedly attacked a 
couple – his own neighbors – because of his hate and prejudice against Muslims. The victim was terrorized 
and physically beaten as his wife and children cowered in fear. The defendant will answer for his alleged 
actions.” 
 
 Leon, 37, of Woodhaven Boulevard, was arraigned yesterday before Queens Criminal Court Judge 
Eugene Guarino on a complaint charging him with assault in the second degree as a hate crime, two counts 
of aggravated harassment in the second degree and two counts of endangering the welfare of a child. If 
convicted, Leon faces up to 15 years in prison. 
 
 District Attorney Katz said that on November 6, 2020, the defendant and his fiancée, who is also 
facing charges, allegedly approached a family in the rear parking area of their apartment building on 
Woodhaven Boulevard, where both families reside. Leon allegedly assaulted Mr. Khaled Aly, 38, when he 
tried to defend his wife after the defendant’s girlfriend grabbed her hijab and cursed at her.   
 
 According to the complaint, the 38-year-old victim told the defendant to leave them alone. Instead, 
Leon allegedly pushed his hands into Mr. Aly’s face and chest and shoved him to the ground. 
    
 The DA said, once Mr. Aly was defenseless on the pavement the defendant allegedly shouted 
obscenities, threatened to kill the man’s entire family and kicked the victim repeatedly in the head and face. 
The victim was treated at a nearby hospital for multiple fractures to his nose and face and required surgery. 
 
 The investigation was conducted by Detective Ronald York of the 112th Precinct. 
 
 Assistant District Attorney Michael E. Brovner, Chief of the Hate Crimes Bureau is prosecuting the 
case under the supervision of Executive Assistant District Attorney of the Trial Division Pishoy Yacoub. 

 

Criminal complaints and indictments are accusations. A defendant is presumed innocent until 
proven guilty. 

 
                          # 

 
Note to Editors: Archived press releases are available at www.queensda.org. 

     
 

MELINDA KATZ 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

QUEENS COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
125-01 QUEENS BOULEVARD 

KEW GARDENS, NEW YORK 11415-1568 

 

718.286.6000 
WWW.QUEENSDA.ORG 

 

Release# 145-2020 
twitter@QueensDAKatz 

mailto:QDACommunications@queensda.org
http://www.queensda.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEJhJEQ-gN8qQFge4nwuozLL4w5JRiCQrF5IjFf6EpDCNFG6BGEAb2Z-QQjrIOwbaGa2rc2BHp9AJbkMFniBS2buhZx5v_EX1U&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEJhJEQ-gN8qQFge4nwuozLL4w5JRiCQrF5IjFf6EpDCNFG6BGEAb2Z-QQjrIOwbaGa2rc2BHp9AJbkMFniBS2buhZx5v_EX1U&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEbN-JXv6mXf3ougcxf_-FOSJDIBYr3Y4ydPseykXZGUPRjNzmjmIHAI54wN-7CVgxm6Kb9hRr1IwYvX37BbC9mO6yHi069fvt&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEbN-JXv6mXf3ougcxf_-FOSJDIBYr3Y4ydPseykXZGUPRjNzmjmIHAI54wN-7CVgxm6Kb9hRr1IwYvX37BbC9mO6yHi069fvt&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvElhdmaonZsxGzUleeBPh2fsk6RGRWjrubnXcPucgvObCyiMrW3fVkaNb6v_G5iS-QBkwWyqT_UnK5PH0_ZqWYShNJjvEv60u6&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvElhdmaonZsxGzUleeBPh2fsk6RGRWjrubnXcPucgvObCyiMrW3fVkaNb6v_G5iS-QBkwWyqT_UnK5PH0_ZqWYShNJjvEv60u6&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==

