Release #127-2021
twittet@QueensDAKatz

QUEENS COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY
125-01 QUEENS BOULEVARD
KEW GARDENS, NEW YORK 11415-1568

718.286.6000 MELINDA KATZ
WWW.QUEENSDA.ORG DISTRICT ATTORNEY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: PRESS OFFICE (718) 286-6315
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2021 OQODACommunications@queensda.org

QUEENS WOMAN CHARGED WITH HATE CRIME
FOR DESTROYING STATUES AT FOREST HILLS CATHOLIC CHURCH

Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz announced today that Jacqueline Nikiena, 23, has been charged
with criminal mischief as a hate crime for destroying two statues in front of a church in Forest Hills, Queens. The
defendant allegedly pulled down the statues and bashed them to pieces early Tuesday morning in July 2021.

District Attorney Katz said, “This defendant allegedly smashed two statues that were beloved touchstones
at this Forest Hills church for decades. The Virgin Mary is a sacred figure for Catholics and those of many faiths.
This act struck beyond the value of broken property and deeply rattled an entire community’s sense of safety.”

Nikiena, of Olcott Street in Forest Hills, was arraigned last Saturday before Queens Criminal Court Judge
Jeffrey Gershuny on a complaint charging her with criminal mischief in the second degree as a hate crime and
aggravated harassment in the first degree. Judge Gershuny ordered the defendant to return to Court on October
12, 2021. If convicted, Nikiena faces five-to-15 years in prison.

According to the charges, at approximately 3:30 a.m. on July 17, 2021, in front of Our Lady of Mercy
Roman Catholic Church on Kessel Street in Forest Hills, the defendant is observed on video surveillance
approaching two statues depicting the Virgin Mary which are valued at more than ten thousand dollars. The
defendant allegedly pulled the two statues down to the ground and briefly dragged them before breaking them
into several pieces.

The investigation was conducted by Detective Gregory Wilson of the NYPD’s Hate Crimes Task Force.

Assistant District Attorney Michael Brovner, Bureau Chief of the District Attorney’s Hate Crimes Bureau,
is prosecuting the case, under the supervision of Executive Assistant District Attorney for Supreme Court Trials
Pishoy Yacoub.

Criminal complaints and indictments are accusations. A defendant is presumed innocent until proven
guilty.
#
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